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leaders. Rousseau himself, I admit, did In one
place point in the direction of confederation;
but only in the sense that for freedom on the
one hand, and just administration on the other,
the unit should not be too large to admit of the
participation of the persons concerned in the
management of their own public affairs. If the
Jacobins had not been overwhelmed by the
necessity of keeping out the invaders, they might
have developed the germ of truth in Rousseau's
loose way of stating the expediency of decentral-
isation. As it was, above all other French
schools, the Jacobins dealt most sternly with
particularist pretensions. Of all men, these sup-
posed masters, teachers, and models of mine are
least to be called Separatists. To them more
than to any other of the revolutionary parties
the great heresy of Federalism was most odious ,*
and If I were a faithful follower of the Jacobin
model, I should have least patience with nation-
alist sentiment whether in Ireland, Scotland, or
Wales, and should most rigorously insist on that
cast-iron incorporation which, as it happens, in
the case of Ireland I believe to be equally hope-
less and undesirable. This explanation, therefore,